The Secret Admirer is: 
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THINGS WHAT NEED DOING: 


Read your favorite weekly periodical 
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Aquarius- A swell in energy 
“later in the week will help 
you navigate a delicate situ- 
ation with a domineering 
personality. Something lucky 
will happen if you stay obser- 
vant. 


Pisces- You're more obser- 
vant than usual this week, 
and should trust your intu- 
ition about others. You have 
an opportunity to see past 
facades and should find time 
to process what you learn. 


Aries- A fog will defend over 
your innate talents this week, 
and certain crutches will be 
unavailable. You might have 
to work harder at certain 
things. It will clear by the 
weekend. 


Taurus- The likelihood of a 
tragic miscommunication is 
higher than usual this week. 
Stick to your comfort zones 
and don't be too ambitious 
with furthering interpersonal 


relations just yet. 


Gemini- It’s a nice time to 
curl inward and revel in nos- 
talgia this week. Look at old 
photos and journals and re- 
member your trajectory. Are 
you on the right track to get 
where you want to go? 


Cancer- A path that you be- 
gin walking this week, be it a 
new friendship or a new class 
or hobby, will yield great re- 
sults. Follow through on all 
of your plans and you will be 
rewarded. 


Leo- It’s time to directly 
confront a problem that has 
been dogging you, for bet- 
ter or for worse. If it feels like 
too much, remember your 
resources and know you can 
ask for help. 


Virgo- There's an unexpect- 
ed fork hiding in your path 
this week. If you blink, 
might miss it. Make all of 
your decisions consciously 
and resist the urge to simply 
go with the flow. 


Libra- Be flexible and reac- ~ 


tive this week. Don’t let your 
mind wander into distrac- 
tion. You stand to gain a 
good deal by playing your 
energy and efforts off of a 
like mind. 


Scorpio- It's going to be dif- 
ficult for you to gather mo- 
mentum this week, so try to 
focus your efforts into singu- 
lar tasks until the important 
things are done. Plan ahead 
to anticipate your needs. 


Sagittarius- Something that 
seems significant and aw- 
ful might happen this week, 
but don't let it get you down 
for long. Stay practical, and 
approach the serious with a 
grain of salt. 


Capricorn- You'd do well to 
seek advice before making 
a large decision this week. 
Measured conversations with 
friends will yield the clarity 
and confidence you need to 
make the right move. 
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Plan B sucks and rules 


Zit constellation 


Swarming round the right eyebrow 


Left ovary aches 


Maybe 35 
Is the year I'll remember 
to carry tampons. 


one ibuprofen 


is never enough for me 
| take two or three 


Women's collective, 
Free bleeding at the co-op, 
Buying all the soap 


I'm in love with blood 
So red, so clumpy, so mine 
| saved you some, too! 


No babies. Things are cool dude 


Getting my period again. 


Visiting boyfriend. 
Delaying menstruation 
Through sheer force of will 


the tide of my flesh 
caught by a diva cup and 
reusable pad 


Cup runneth over 
My tie-dyed panties and thighs 
No suction inside: ( 


there is blood on me 
there is blood all over me 
blood blood cramps blood oww 


on day thirty five 
i breathe out stress and anger 
in rivers of blood 


Stop at drug store please 
Tampons, chocolate, pain killers 
I'll be in the bed 


# Baby born last year 
: No bleeding for eighteen months! 
This is the good life. Still have period 


Awaiting fresh blood 
: Baby suckin’ boobs ee eS ae 
: Breastfeeding prolongs amen- 

* hhorea. Awesome 


held emotions in 
forty day cycle of hell 
all came out today 


Sure, blame stains on me 
Our bloodlines run deep 


Crunchy Autumn Still 
: Broken by a frenzied heave 
: Whoops, fall soaks the leaves 


SEND MOAR PERIOD POEMS! 


Like making menstrual haiku? Email Wendy and get recognized! 
Printed every fourth week. 
CornFairy@gmail.com 


“ail Untagged Content Anticopyright 2010 - 2016 Secret Family Publications - you are alive and you nist otal 
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Underwear in the bureau. : 


Ma, it's you who always said : 


howling at you 
every Tuesday 


The Secret Admirer 
by Ollie Rabbit 


David Otter spread across his bed, his 
eyelids at half mast, and watched his 
ceiling slowly spin. He made out famil- 
iar details as dishwater dawn gave way 
to a full muted overcast: a water stain 
that looked like a stupid shoe, a jacko- 
lantern mouth crack, a sloppily slath- 
ered ridge of plaster that had dried in 
what could only be a silhouette profile 
of Mikhail Gorbachov. He was hun- 
gover. He was always hungover. His or- 
gans twisted and wrung out a pint of 
vivid egg yellow bile into the grayscale 
toilet bowl where it swirled, playfully, 
a spring bird in a winter world. Lister- 
ine. Mouth of cool water. A familiar 
routine. A maintenance of decay. 


Beleaguered and minty fresh, im- 
pelled by inexplicable momentum, he 
took advantage of the temporary clar- 
ity that follows a good honest vomit 
and sat before his computer. His fin- 
gers worked the keys and summoned 
words that chased but never caught 
the flashing cursor. In passing, he 
thought to make an analogy of a dog 
track and a mechanical rabbit. A rab- 
bit. Something about a rabbit. There's 
a tower somewhere. Where did he see 
this tower? 


Fables for Aging Children - conclusion 
by David Otter 


(Continued from the previous issues. 
All back catalog is available on our 
Facebook and Tumblr pages.) 


Ollie Rabbit sat in the chair before the 
mirror, his legs intertwined with those 
of the lovely skeleton holding a viola. He 
wrote quickly and with purpose, glanc- 
ing only occasionally into the large 
ovoid mirror. Vivid yellow light spilled 
from it, lighting the muted grayscale of 
his page, where he worked his cramped 
letters into the dwindling blank space on 
his final page. Viola notes circled around 
the room, playfully, like a spring bird fi- 
nally back after interminable winter. He 


free 
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paused to wring his arthritic knuckles 
and looked down at withered hands. His 
eyes rose to the mirror and there he was, 
resplendent in his youth, entwined in the 
chair with the love he had ever sought. 
He felt an emotion that was new and 
strange. A muted success. He was right 
all along. But his victory was tempered. 
His life was running out of him. He was 
losing time. 


What then, though. What happens to 
him? David Otter had painted himself 
into acorner and had absolutely no idea 
how to end this fable. | dunno. | mean, | 
guess i was going for a thing where it 
turns out | was the story in Ollie’s book 
and that he wrote me so that | could 
write him so that our stories could 
go on indefinitely. Whatever. I’m so 
late this week we just need to charge 
ahead. Let's say that the perfect coda 
of Ollie’s life is that he died without 
finding what he sought, but with a fi- 
nal certainty that it did exist and that 
it was worth it all the same. He had a 
good time, right? | think we all have a 
good time here at the Admirer. 


Anyway, that temporary clarity that 
follows a good honest vomit is fad- 
ing fast. The snow globe is settling. 
I'll leave you with this large image of 
a ring pop that Holly Firesheets drew. 
It looks delicious. And with the advice 
that it is in fact not wise to start a se- 
rialized fiction when you don't have a 
clear trajectory. 
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APRIL FOOLS FUN RIDE 
brought to you by your friends @ 


BookingEL@yahoo.com 
1356 N Front St - Fishtown 


Rowhous 


2 a Spirits K) 


Small-batch distiller of Whiskey, Gin, Rum, Liqueur, Brandy 


2440 Frankford Ave. Philadelphia - 257-825-4590 
RowhouseSpirits.us 


Open for retail sales Thurs-Sat: Noon-6:00pm 


Would youl Jike to laces an ad in n the, Se: 

cret Admirer? Well-you can-It's 30-dol- 

lars for T "Week; 90 dollars for 4 weeks, 

and 450 dollafs.for:24 weeks.ZYou can 

change the conteKtof your ad PMeicue | 27 Bus 
as you like. The S@eret Admirer is in- (Mee alel la another- | had your money, but | had to spend it. 
dependently owne@ and: produced in. 

Philadelphia, PA by® college clgjesitme | 20&Sansom 

PY MEMmaitt 1) Raiceutehilmeaem | | guy to another- You see me next time I'm reincarnated... 
years. It comes outa Tuesdays and is 

Gee cee (Kare. tii | ACME parking lot on East Passyunk 

locomotion is con@ucted via bicycle, Bie Nobody smokes north of Snyder! 

and the Admirer embraces and aspires 

to promote é@quality and acceptance, Bier udut 

communication and interpersonal har; 1 guy to another- We're working on menstrual circuits using 
mony forall: 603 203 EGG human hands. 
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LEN TT 


Kensington 
neighbor- | got a piece of chicken stuck right here. (points to throat 
and coughs) I'm prayin' though. 


PTET NN TEENY TT 
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PTE NS TT NS TT 


Ahimsa House 


gal 1- (while reading an Admirer) Wait what does DTF mean? @eross 
gal 2- Dinner tonight, friend? 1. Res EFebee Hobbit qualit 1. Push aknife into Masonigns Records 
al 3- Don't tell Frank 6.T i ite 2. Pulled asund 
. | 10 eomernes accompanies the Furious a one ah s pea oni 4 sis cleat a ls shop 
holly firesheets 
EL Bar 14. 1000 kilograms 4. Rate of occurrence eet a. 
Cummask.tumblr.com guy- We need to talk... ie ces 5 In cards, the house ' : : 
ded tetiecad insta: cum.mask =| gal- Oh shit. Ok. What is it? i Geapane Snares a ——. 
guy- We need to break up. 18. Ollie’s are long 8 Pirate noise ee — 
gal- Oh! Phew! (long silence) Oh | mean... that sucks, but | thought you 19. Dang! 9. Take control of 
were gonna say you had an STD or something. ate ae 10. A mockery of mY 
pon ee of admiration 11. Anagram of ARARA =| | AD ale @Ns 
Scio eces Sen DS tecxze be CSb acco accede xh Settee sce gd ice Seagate Scud Se occa eaaae etoces ecleclao has eee ctets > JUN WaALers 12. Spots 
«“ KEEP OVERHEARD ALIVE! sendin the good bits: text 603 203.4766. | 255 pees anes cls een : 
Now That's What J Call "Mildly Entertaining" Ascend Eieee 4916 Baltimore Ave - 215-72-MUSIC 
Here’s a somewhat fun game that lay with 2 friend t ti ahaa 25. Between shampoo and repeat . i 
g you can play wi or more Triends next time Take dictation DISCOGS: ma rvelousmusic 


i : ; a : : P 26. The Beets #1 song: Killer_ 
you're walking around or just killing time. | call it Quick Draw, and you can make .A place to sell stolen goods 37. Iniprayer, a declaration of affirmation Y:marvelous-records 


a better name for it if you're better at naming games than | am. The rules are .NN eas | mE aaa 
: : ee ‘ F 28. Dispense 

simple, and require a digital camera or a phone that records video for each player. - Between baritone and alto Bec rN 

So whoever is up first, at some piss EAU ales ela dav ee. 32. Stretch X{LIe 

arbitrary point, says “Go!” and ualeyer ener 33. Add strength to i [Tle 


. Pizza crusts 
. Rococo 
. Cheeto-peddling Chester 


52. How cats look when they tuck their legs 36 Coastal raptor 
underneath 38. One of the 9 Muses 


53. A King’s is worth a lot 42. A physical restriction or shackle 
54. Blah 43. Anagram of DOOR 

58. Assists 47. Pillager 

59. Mar 48. Type of restrictive dog training 
61. Stole moisture from 49. Hirsute 


62. What every religion wants you to think 20. Endow 
it is 51. Lisper’s bane 


points at something. The first 
person recording a video of 
said thing wins that round. The 
winner is then the person that 
calls “Go!” The idea is to train 
yourself to get really quick at 
recording things so that if the 
need ever arises for you to take 


34. Ancient Peruvian 
35. Eject 
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1200 Point Breeze Ave : 


: (267) 85841 86 63. ECRU. Freebie. 52. Ring tailed Madacascar primate 
: s 64. Opposite of ENTAD 54. Swamp 
: Closed Mondays 65. Yours are the sweetest that I’ve ever 55. Credit a reference 


seen 56. Process words 
66. Predatorily lusty gaze 57. Swirl 
67. Of thin, insubstantial tone. 60.1 or 11 


Travia Tire 


1- What nationality was Van Gogh? 

2- Name the river that separates the living from the dead in Greek mythology. 
3- Where in your body would you find a sclera? 

4- What city are you in if you land at Charles de Gaulle airport? 

5- What is Robert Allen Zimmerman's stage name? 


Myriad delicious soups, : 
sandwiches, and drinks! : 
Come to our great place to en- : 
joy our foods and beverages! $ 
You will NOT be disappointed! 3 
Nor will you leave hungry, 
thirsty, or lacking in energy. : 


Lost but Seeking 
Remember folks, we run lost pet and stolen bike ads 
for free if we have spare room. <3 


ANSWERS ON BACK 


